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FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 424 

CONEIDENTIAL JIDDA 1513 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EXP, SA 

SUBJECT: DOMESTIC COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE EOR SAUDI ARABIA 
REF STATE 41394 

1. EMBASSY WELCOMES SUGGESTION EOR SATELLITE MISSION. EORMAT 
OUTLINED IN REETEL SOUNDS SATISEACTORY. WE WOULD ADVISE 
CAREEUL CONTACT WITH HUGHES ON THE QUESTION OE PARTICIPANTS. 
HUGHES VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE TODD INDICATED, DURING RECENT 
TIMAN MISSION, RELUCTANCE TO GO INTO DOMESTIC PROPOSAL 
BECAUSE OE OTHER HUGHES COMMITMENTS IN THE SATELLITE AREA 
AND TO PARTNERS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

2. IN THE PAST EMBASSY HAS BEEN UNABLE TO GAIN ACCESS TO 
ADL REPORT. WE ARE NOT SANGUINE ABOUT PROSPECTS EOR A 
BRIEEING, BUT WILL WILLINGLY APPROACH MINCOMM ON THE 
SUBJECT. BEST BET IS THAT ADL BRIEFING, AS WELL AS BRIEFING 
ON CAPABILITIES WHICH ALL- ARAB SATELLITE WILL PROVIDE FOR 
SAUDI ARABIA WILL COME ONLY DURING VISIT BY MISSION. 

IE HUGHES IS WILLING TO PROVIDE INEORMATION ON THE ALL- 
ARAB SATELLITE, THAT WOULD BE DESIRABLE. 

3. AS REETEL ANTICIPATES, WE PREEER TO DEFER EOLLOW-UP 
WITH SAG UNTIL JOINT COMMISSION DELEGATION HAS HAD A 
CHANCE TO CIRCULATE RESULTS WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT. 
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THUS, MORE DETAILED SAG REACTION WILL NOT BE FORTHCOMING 
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UNTIL AFTER MARCH 10 AT THE EARLIEST. 

AKINS 
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